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Transformation of Early Christianity From an Eschatological to
a Socialized Movement: A Dissertation Submitted to the Faculty
of the Graduate School of Arts and Literature in Candidacy for
the Degree of Doctor of Philosophy, Department of Church
History in the Graduate Divinity School When Christianity came
into the world it found a number of different political theories
already in existence. These various conflicting concepts; Hebrew,
Greek and Roman, influenced Christianity in varying degrees
and in varying degrees were influenced by Christianity.
Christianity as such added no new ideas to the current stock of
political notions. The Hebrew Christian retained his Jewish
theory; as did the Greek and the Roman in perhaps a less
degree. The development of the Christian conception of the
state, the Church, and history generally is a process of
elimination, selection, adaptation, and synthesis of the various
elements of political theory current in contemporary Hebrew
and pagan thought. The characteristic modern separation of
Church and State, the divorce between religion and government,
existed as a matter of fact in earlv Christianitv._.
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