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Ohio, February 23-27, 1898 O blessed and eternal Savior, we are gathered in Thy holy name, and before we take
one further step we acknowledge Thee to be the Lord. We worship Thee, we praise Thee, with spirit, soul and
body, which Thou hast redeemed. We would now worship Thee with Heaven, with angels and archangels, with
the myriads of the sanctified. We on earth adore Thee, for Thou wast slain for us. And as we think of myriads
who have trusted Thee and who do trust, we gather with the holy Church throughout all the world and bless
Thee and glorify Thee and magnify Thee, our Lord, for Thou wast slain and hast redeemed us to Thyself by Thy
blood. Thou hast made us kings and priests unto God our Father. Everything in this life and everything in the
next is owing to Thee and to Thy grace. Now, by Thy Spirit, inaugurate this Convention. Be Thou the President
from the very start. Take this great meeting in Thy hands and guide it in every hour. May those who come in
realize that there is here an unseen power, the power and presence of Christ. We beseech Thee that every one
may be anointed with the Holy Ghost. We pray Thee that every one who takes part may have the sense of the
presence of God. May a fire be lighted in this place this week which shall burn until Jesus comes, a fire that shall
spread into thousands of churches, into hundreds...
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