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NEW, The "American Way": Family and Community in the
Shaping of the American Identity, Allan Carlson, The United
States of America is arguably more family-centered than any
other Western nation. If polling data can be trusted, the vast
majority of Americans--a higher percentage than in any other
nation--would rather build society around the family and the
church than around the individual. In fact, family and
religiously grounded community--not individualism, not
capitalism, and not a commitment to polyglot cultural
pluralism--have historically provided the basis of America's
dominant self-understanding. The American Way, Allan
Carlson's episodic history of the last century, shows how the
nation's identity has been shaped by carefully constructed
images of the American family and the American home. From
the surprisingly radical measures put forth by Theodore
Roosevelt to encourage stable, large families, to the unifying
role of the image of the home in assimilating immigrants, to
the maternalist activists who attempted to transform the New
Deal and other social welfare programs into vehicles for
shoring up traditional family life, Carlson convincingly
demonstrates the widespread appeal exerted by the images of
family and community. Carlson also shows how a family-
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R eviews

If you need to adding benefit, a must buy book. I have read through and i also am confident that i will likely to study
again once again in the future. I am very happy to tell you that here is the best pdf i have read through in my personal
existence and may be he finest ebook for actually.
-- Ma belle Tillm a n    

A whole new eBook with a brand new point of view. It is really simplistic but surprises in the fi<y percent of the
publication. I am just effortlessly can get a delight of looking at a written ebook.
-- Ma r ia no Gleichner    
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