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sense. It is--this is the discovery of direct experience or intuition,
made by the Soul yearning in love for its heavenly home. The
Path of Dialectic The word dialectic, like many other technical
terms of Platonism, has helped to confuse modern critics. It
means literally the art of discussion, but it has travelled far from
its original meaning. Diogenes Laertius1 quotes Aristotle as
saying that the method was invented by Zeno, the Eleatic, from
whom it was no doubt borrowed by Socrates. In the Dialogues of
Plato it means the art of giving a rational account (Xo yof) of
things, and more especially the discovery of the general truths
and principles which underlie the discoveries of particular
sciences. For instance, the results of mathematical and
astronomical science need to be examined by the dialectician.2
In the Republic3 Socrates claims that dialectic alone can...
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