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Excerpt: . two Dutchmen on board. These, and many other
particular circumstances, might have made it evident to the
understanding of any commander, whose hands we might fall
into, that we were no pirates. But fear, that blind, tormenting
passion r worked another way, and threw us into the vapours;
it bewildered OHr understandings, and set the imagination at
work, to form a thousand terrible things, - that perhaps, might
never happen. We first supposed, as indeed every body had
related to us, that the seamen, on board the English and Dutch
ships, but especially the Dutch, were so enraged at the name of
a pirate, and especially at our beating off their boats, and
escaping, that they would not give themselves time to enquire
whether we -were pirates or no, but would execute us off hand,
as we call it, without giving us any...
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