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indexed. Not illustrated. 1915 Excerpt: .compound rotates the plane of polarized light. Instead, a prominent
dextrorotatory compound in a given group is selected as a standard and all other members of the group which
stand in a genetic relationship to this substance receive the prefix dwhile to the optical opposites of these
compounds is given the prefix The convenience of such an arbitrary standard will be more apparent as we
proceed. The principle involved can, however, be made clear from the following simple case. Let it be supposed
that a given acid rotates the plane of polarized light to the right, while its ethyl ester (as might well be the case)
rotates to the leI. It is obvious that it is more important that the nomenclature employed should show the
relationship of the acid to its ester than that it should record the specific action of either upon the plane of
polarized light. At this point the question naturally arises: Which of the models referred to on page 151 is to be
considered as representing d-and which Wactic acid? Since the relations between all the components are the
same in both except in the matter of direction, it is impossible to answer this question in the form stated. It can
only be said that if one is arbitrarily selected to represent the first form, then the other represents the second. It
is the same with representations made upon the plane of the paper. Such are necessary for convenience of
discussion, and...
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