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Texas A M University Press, United States, 1997. Paperback. Book Condition: New. 214 x 140 mm. Language:
English . Brand New Book ***** Print on Demand *****. It does not take long to tell the difference in the sound of
the explosion of a gas, shrapnel, or high explosive shell, Carl Andrew Brannen said of his introduction to trench
warfare. As that nineteen-year-old marine from Texas had quickly learned, the first big war of the twentieth
century promised new horrors on the battlefield. In this intense journey through the beginnings of modern war,
C. A. Brannen s memoirs and battlefield snapshots are complemented with a unique set of contemporary and
retrospective photographs. Seventy-five years after World War I, the author s son retraced his father s footsteps
across France. The photographs he took on those erstwhile battlegrounds evoke the ghosts of the past and
allow father and son to march together through the battlefronts of Belleau Woods in the Chateau-Thierry
sector, Soissons, Pont-a-Mousson, St. Mihiel, Blanc Mont Ridge, and the Meuse-Argonne battle. J. P. Brannen s
afterword to Over There is a moving tribute to his family s veterans. Over There describes the day-to-day
obstacles Brannen and his fellow marines faced during training, troop movement to France, and mortal
combat. Brannen served in every major action of the 4th Marine Brigade, which saw more fighting than any
other American unit. Serving as rifle grenadiers at St. Mihiel, he and a companion broke up a German attack in
an action largely ignored in published accounts of the battle. Although he was wounded at Blanc Mont,
Brannen was able to continue on with the 80th Company through the Meuse-Argonne campaign to the
armistice. He served in the occupation of the Rhineland and, at its end, earned a place in Pershing s Honor...
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