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Commissioners: For the Year 1874 Washington, D.C., January 1, 1875. Sir: The Board of Commissioners
appointed under the act of Congress April 10, 1869, submit herewith their sixth annual report. The history of the
Indian service during the past year has been marked by more than usual trials and difficulties in its conduct,
and by more than usual success in the progress which has been made by the various tribes of Indians toward a
higher civilization and the ultimate completion of the peaceful policy inaugurated. During the previous years,
on the recommendation of the then chairman of this board, the experiment was made of removing the two
larger agencies of the great Sioux Nation into the interior of their reservation, about one hundred miles distant
from the nearest military post. The experiment was made in the belief that, by the removal of what was
regarded by the Indians as a standing menace in the presence of a military force, their good faith could be
relied on for the execution of the treaty stipulations entered into by them with the Government. It was not
followed by a successful result. During the autumn and winter of 1873-74, a large number of Minneconjoux.
Sans Arcs, Oncpapas and others, known as Northern Sioux, who have never, as a body, acknowledged any
treaty obligations with the Government, visited these agencies, and finding there large quantities of goods and
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was without power to resist. The bad influence of these visiting bands of Indians was communicated to...
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