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Thus the eye could gradually trace every detail of the picture. First the painted ceiling, bedecked with azure and
stars; then the heavy console, supported upon four huge silver tritons, now darkened and tarnished with age;
lastly, the fringed hangings of crimson damask, at the extreme end of the room, which, covered with wavy
reflections, seemed to advance and recede mysteriously in the undulating rays of the fire. In a large arm-chair,
drawn towards the centre of the fire-place, sat an elderly man of grave and noble exterior. He might, perhaps,
have been about fifty; but study and an expression of habitual melancholy, joined to delicate health, made him
look some years older than he really was. His high, pale brow was perfectly bare at the temples, in which the
blue veins were painfully visible, and around the eyes was that hollow rim which bespeaks the slow, sure
progress of life s decay. His tall figure was somewhat bent, and his white, thin hands hung with an attitude of
weakness upon the arm of the chair. A rough deer-hound was at his feet; he was old and grey, but still bore
traces of the strength and beauty of his youth. His wiry coat of a deep brindle hue, his black eyes, long, sharp
muzzle and dark ears, still soft and silky, all bespoke his high race and pure blood. He had rested his head upon
the invalid s knee, and now stood gazing up in his face with a tender, melancholy expression, as though he
could read, in his brute love, the signs of suffering...
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