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Bony Wall, of the Chest: Read in Abstract Before the Southern Surgical and Gynecological Association,
Memphis, Nov;, 1898 All experience is an arch wherethro Gleams that untravelled world, whose margin fades
Forever and forever when | move. - Ulysses. In the spring of 1897 | operated in the Charity Hospital upon a
young colored woman for a sarcoma of the thoracic wall requiring the resection of several inches of the third,
fourth, and fifth ribs. It was impossible to separate the tumor from the pleura without tearing the latter; a rent
of five inches was made, which permitted easily the thrusting of the whole hand into the pleural cavity.
Suddenly was presented to our anxious view one of the most startling clinical pictures that the surgeon can
ever be called upon to witness. At such a sight the stoutest heart will quaver. No wonder the older surgeons
discountenanced such operations, and in the times when there was neither anaesthetic nor asepsis the surgeon
might well be excused for indorsing the condemnation uttered by Dieffenbach against Milton Antony for his
temerity in venturing to remove a tumor of the chest-wall with a large piece of the lung. This Dieffenbach
pronounced the greatest error in this field of surgery, and he added that the like operations go too much
counter to all physiology and give to the beautiful saving art the appearance of cruel annihilation-mechauics.
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